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Special points of interest: 
 

√ Check your child’s agenda 

book each day. 

 

√ Drop off your child after 

7:45am. 
 

√ Arrive before 8:15am 

or your child will be 

counted tardy.   
Late arrivals must be signed 

in by an adult. 

 
 

√ Send us a note about 

changes in transportation, 

illness, and/or contact infor-

mation. 

 

√ Students will not be dis-

missed from the office af-

ter 2:15 unless a note has 

been sent in stating they 

have an   

appointment. 
 

 We can hardly believe the first month of school has already past!!  Our students have 
been working hard and learning so much.  We definitely want to keep this momentum going!  
Having our students with us in school each day is a priority for us and a very important compo-
nent of the learning process for them as well.  Last year, parents were informed about the state 
of Maryland is rating all schools based upon a variety of indicators.  Student attendance in rela-
tion to chronic absenteeism falls within the School Quality/Student Success indicator in our 
state’s plan for school success.  Each individual student that is absent 10% of the number of 
days they are enrolled in our school is classified as chronically absent?   
To put this in perspective: 

    This year, in effort to support the guidelines of the, Every Student Succeeds 

Act, Wicomico County Public Schools has revised their Attendance Procedures.  

Although a letter went out in the month of September summarizing the main 

components, it would behoove every parent to review this document in detail.  

The Attendance Procedures for Wicomico County Public Schools may be found 

in its entirety by going online to www.wcboe.org and clicking on the tab that 

says “For Families”. A list of options will drop down and from there you need 

to click “Attendance Policy & Procedure” The next option to choose will be 

“2019 -2020 Attendance Procedure”.     

 

Please understand that as a school we must uphold the requirements noted with-

in this document, but also know that as a school we also truly believe that the 

best opportunities for student learning are obtained my being present each and 

every day possible.  Staff and administration want to improve the attendance 

rate for our school and are committed to providing the type of quality instruc-

tion that encourages students to want to be here to take part of.  We have also 

enhanced several of our student attendance incentives to make it extra fun for 

this year.  You may learn more about those incentives as well as a brief over-

view of the 2019-2020 Attendance Procedures for Wicomico County Public 

Schools at our next PTA meeting on October 22, 2019.   

 

Wishing you an Outstanding October!  

 Mrs. Nicholson    

  

Number of Days  
Enrolled at WES for 
2018 – 2019 School 
Year 

Number of 
Days this Stu-
dent was Ab-
sent 

Percentage of 
Time this Stu-
dent was Ab-
sent 

Student rated 
as Chronical-
ly Absent 

10 1 10% YES 

30 3 10% YES 

90 (Equals ½ the year) 9 10% YES 

180 (Equals full year) 18 10% YES 

http://www.wcboe.org


 

 

Pre Kindergarten 

Kindergarten 

Second Grade 

Third Grade 

First Grade 

 Throughout the month of October, we will be 
focusing on a different unit of study in reading each 
week. Our books will encompass colors, fall, and feel-
ings. We will be using a variety of fiction and nonfic-
tion texts to make connections as we explore these 
topics. Our Kindergarten expectation is for students to 
be able to identify all letters of the alphabet by this 
month, so please continue to work with your child on 
identifying uppercase and lowercase letters in random 
order at home. In math, we will be focusing on making 
sets of objects to 10 as well as counting aloud to 
25 and recognizing numbers. Please continue to review 
letter sounds at the beginning of words and recognizing 
the sight words listed: at, my, he, am, no, to, it, a, me, 
I, and, in, the, is, can 

 Pre-K has started off the year great and we are 
working hard reviewing the classroom rules, routines, and 
getting to know our new friends. We will continue to 
work on these skills while working in small groups and 
with partners. In math the students have been learning 
to count, recognize numbers and subitize. The students 
have been introduced to scissors and learn how im-
portant it is to be able to cut out objects. Continue to 
practice this skill at home by having your little ones cut 
up old magazines and paper. During the month of Octo-
ber, the students will begin Unit 2 Our Environment. The 
students will learn about the outdoors and different 
habitats around them. The students will be engaged in 
the processes of predicting, observing, and recording 
through drawing and emergent writing. They will also 
continue to count, count objects, compare and contrast 
2D and 3D shapes. 

 

 

During the month of October we will be read-
ing stories about Families.  We will be noting the 
changes in the seasons as we explore the world out-
doors.  We will be studying mammals and writing sto-
ries about them.  We will also begin reading a nonfic-
tion text about Fire Safety which we will coordinate 
with Fire Prevention week and our visit from local fire 
fighters and the Fire Marshall.  In math we will work 
on skip counting patterns, greater than and less than 
and base-ten blocks.  We will also have great fun 
working on a STEAM activity with the help of our 4-H 
representative, Barbara Barga. 

First grade students are off to an amazing start of 
the year!  We are looking forward to October and 
we are excited about all of the learning opportuni-
ties that will be going on.  In reading, we will be 
covering a couple fun units that include “The Im-
portance of Friendship” and “Family”. Along with 
these themes, we will be working together to learn 
qualities of being a good friend and a productive 
family member.  We will also be incorporating the 
following skills into our lessons: short vowels, se-
quencing, and attributes of our books characters.  
In math, we will be focusing on counting, recogniz-
ing and writing numbers to 100, and word problems. 
We will also work on addition and subtraction with-
in 10. This month we will also explore Pumpkins and 
incorporate them into our science, math and lan-
guage skills.  We are very fortunate to have Mrs. 
Barga from the 4-H organization to come in month-
ly to work with all of our students. She adds fun 
hands-on enrichment activities to complement our 
curriculum.  At the end of the month our school will 
hold its annual Trunk or Treat; so if you are inter-
ested in decorating a car, sign up!   As always, if 
you have any questions please contact your child’s 
teacher either by agenda or phone. 

Our third graders are working hard! Remember to 

read each and every night! 

We would love to see 3rd grade win the Reading 

Challenge this month! So log those minutes on your 

calendars! 

We have been working hard in Math on subtraction 

and addition strategies. It’s time to move on! Be 

ready to multiply! We will become Multiplication 

Masters! Now would be a great time to get out those 

multiplication flash cards. 



 

 

Good Dolphin Character Makes a Difference! 

We have started off on the right foot this school year with students showing kindness everywhere.  

We have recognized students for helping a friend tie his shoes, sticking up for a friend on the school 

bus, and sharing materials just to name a few.   

On September 11th, we had a Character Assembly to recognize ways of being a Dynamic Dolphin.  A 

Dynamic Dolphin is a student who is respectful, responsible and ready to learn.  The students in the 

audience shared ways they showed others how a Dynamic Dolphin is while riding the school bus, 

learning in the classroom and playing on the playground.  We also had a performance by seven of our 

3rd grade students acting out the story One by Kathyrn Otoshi.  Those students did an excellent job 

sharing the message that “Sometimes it only takes one” person to make a difference.   

I have begun the guidance lessons in the classroom on respect and skills for learning.  I shared the 

story Together We Can! by Caryl Hart.  We discussed the ways we could show kindness to others this 

school year.  We practiced mindfulness with our breathing to calm ourselves down when needed.   

The week of Sept. 23rd was “Start with Hello” week.  Our students discussed how important it is to 

make everyone feel welcome.  We learned how to say hello in many different languages to make oth-

ers feel comfortable. 

The dolphin good character club is made up of students displaying awesome character traits.  For the 

month of September, we recognize students who show respect.  We would like to congratulate the 

following students from each grade level.  In Pre-K, the students Tavey Langdon, Jonathan Thomas, 

Gianna Graham, Journey Pinkett and Musa Yuzon.  In kindergarten, the students are Weston 

Churchill, Tucker Sonnier, Collin Trader, Owen McCoy, Charlotte Wootten, Swayzee Hill, Courtney 

Tull, Madisyn Peek and Emmanuel Bonola-Soriano.  In first grade, the students are Colton Elmore, 

Emily Powell, Ava Dabrasky, Brantley Dennis, Mason Klingensmith, Brooke Bounds, Lincoln, Collins 

and Aubrey Womer.  In second grade, the students are Brenna Hurd, Sophie McCauley, Giselle Abit-

ua, Vayda Langdon, Tommy Tyndall, Angie Flores-Cruz, Ethan Wilkins and Joslyn Brodie.  In third 

grade, the students are Luke Weigand, Hadley Dawson, Holden Shockley, Leah Purcell, Jasmine 

Marshall, Layla Townsend and Madalynn Knaub. 

Looking ahead to October…. Red Ribbon Week is Oct. 23rd – Oct. 31st.  We will be in the gym cele-

brating ways to stay healthy and learning how to help others.   

Sincerely, 

Christina Thompson 

School Counselor       



 

 

The ARTS are Happening at WWS!  

PE Update 

October begins with co-teaching lessons in full swing. Students are using 
dance/movement to learn the letters and corresponding sounds, using 
drama to recall and sequence story elements, using dance to learn about 
forces, using rhythm with the Preamble of the U.S. Constitution, Experi-
encing music of and facts about our continents, and using visual arts to 
create self-portraits. Each grade level will focus on one continent: 3rd 
grade (South America), 2nd grade (Europe), 1st grade (Africa), k (Asia), 
and Pre-K (North America). In music class, the 2nd grade will begin prac-
ticing for our annual winter concert scheduled for December 12 at 
6:00p.m.   

We are off to a fabulous start of the year learning about personal and social 
responsibility, as well as learning about cooperation and teamwork.  This month stu-
dents will focus on locomotor and manipulative skills.  If you haven’t done so already, 

please join Class Dojo to see videos of your students having fun and getting fit   
This is also a great way for me to stay connected with you.    

Please continue encouraging your child to complete their monthly fitness calen-
dars.  Remember, it’s a competition within your grade levels, so let’s have fun with 
fitness at home and get as much participation as possible! Calendars are ALWAYS 
due on the first day of the new month.  Please remember to include your child’s 
name, teacher’s name, and your signature.    

Please continue to review your child’s schedule and be sure to send your child in 
tennis shoes on their scheduled PE day!  

Mrs. Scholl  



 

 

Health Room News 
 

Influenza (Flu) and H3N2v Variant Flu Guidelines - October, 2017  

The 2017-2018 influenza (flu) season is underway, and the Maryland Department of Health (MDH) urges 

families, schools, child care centers and family child care homes to take precautions to protect children from 

seasonal flu, as well as a type of flu called H3N2v variant flu.  

Help slow the spread of all flu viruses, including H3N2v:  

• Encourage children and staff with flu-like illness to seek medical attention, regardless of whether  

they have recently been near pigs.  

• Encourage sick children and staff to stay home until their illness is over (fever free for at least 24  

hours without fever reducing medicines), as per MDH’s Communicable Diseases Summary and the  

Maryland State Department of Education’s Illness and Reportable Diseases in Child Care Resource Guide.  

• Educate parents, children, and staff to take everyday preventive actions to prevent the spread of flu.  

• Ensure adequate time and supplies are provided for handwashing and encourage children and staff to prac-

tice cough etiquette.  

• Encourage children and staff to get the seasonal flu vaccine. While this vaccine will not protect against 

H3N2v variant flu, it will help to slow the spread of seasonal flu.  

Additional information can be found on the following websites:  

• The CDC website contains useful supplemental guidance for schools to respond to flu, including the  

H3N2v virus: http://www.cdc.gov/flu/swineflu/h3n2v-schools.htm  

• Attached are CDC posters, which contain helpful guidance applicable to schools and child care  

centers and homes about flu prevention and treatment:  

https://www.cdc.gov/immigrantrefugeehealth/pdf/seasonal-flu/contamination_cleaning_english_508.pdf  

https://www.cdc.gov/immigrantrefugeehealth/pdf/seasonal-flu/what_to_do_english_508.pdf  

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/swineflu/h3n2v-schools.htm  

• Additional information about H3N2v variant flu is also available on the MDH website at  

https://phpa.health.maryland.gov/Pages/variant-influenza.aspx  

 

 



 

 

 
The Scholastic Book Fair is coming soon!  If you would like to volunteer to help, 

then fill out the attached form and return it ASAP.    

  
  

Dear Families,  

  

The Scholastic Book Fair will be at our school from November 4-11.  There will 
be so many wonderful books for your children to choose.  We would like to make 
this an awesome adventure, so please consider volunteering to help.  

 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 
Sign Me Up to Help at the Book Fair!  

  

Name ______________________________  Phone ________________  
 

Child’s name _________________________ email ___________________  

  

Day & time you can volunteer (for example: Monday morning, 9:00-11:00)  

__________________________________________________________  

 
How would you like to help? (circle all that apply):  

*Helping shoppers at the fair              *Setting up the fair on 11/2  

*Packing up the fair on 11/11  



 

 

 

 

Book Character Pumpkin Contest (grades 1-3) 

Families, here is an activity you and your child can do together.  

• Choose a favorite book character. 

• Choose a small or medium size pumpkin. 

• Decorate that pumpkin to look like that book character. 

       No scary characters allowed. 

You can paint it, duct tape it, dress it up using material or clothes, use paper cut 

outs… be creative! 

NO CARVING ALLOWED!!! 

Send/bring your character to school by October 25th. 

They will be on display the next week in the media center so that students 

can vote on their favorite character. 

The three pumpkins with the most votes will be recognized on the morning 

announcements and    in our school newsletter.  

Student winners will receive a free book. 

Let’s get creative!!  

Mrs. Marine   amarine@wcboe.org 

 

 

mailto:amarine@wcboe.org


 

 



 

 



 

 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

  C 1 D 2 

Progress 
Reports 
Distributed 

E 3 F 4  5  6 

A 7 

Smokey the 
Bear Visits 

B 8 C 9 

Bookmobile 

D 10 

Spirit Day 

Charleston 
Wrap Fund-
raiser begins 

E 11  12  13 

Willards 
Fire Dept 
Visits 

F 14 

PTA 
Meeting 
5:30-7:00 

A 15 B 16 C 17 

School 
Closed- 
MSEA Convention 

 18 

PTA Grocery 
Bingo 

 

 19  20 

Vision Screen-
ing for PK-1st 
9:00-11:00 am  

D 21 E 22 

Joe Corbi’s 
Pick Up 
3:00-6:00 

F 23 A 24 

Picture Day 

Trunk or 
Treat 

B 25  26  27 

C 28 

Charleston 
Wrap Fund-
raiser Due 

D 29 

Family Read-
ing Night for 
PK 5:30-7:00 

E 30 

Bookmobile 

 

F 31       

              

Upcoming dates to remember: 

Nov. 6th-Grandparent’s Luncheon 

Nov. 8th-School closed-Professional Day 

Nov. 11th-Veteran’s Day Assembly 

Nov. 12th-Report Cards Distributed 

Nov. 18th-22nd-AEW 

Nov. 21st-Bookmobile 

Nov. 22nd-Spirit Day 

Nov. 27th-29th-School Closed-Thanksgiving 

    Break 

Fire Prevention Week 


